
Already 170 people interested in the ‘most sustainable 
neighbourhood of the province’. 

 

 
 
The interest in the first 76 of 350 new housing units at the old Agfa-Gevaert site in Edegem is 
enormous. 170 candidates already came forward. On Saturday afternoon, project developer Revive 
unveiled its final plans for what it refers to as the ‘most sustainable neighbourhood in the province’.  
 
By 2025, the old Agfa-Gevaert business site on Edegem’s grounds should house 350 new dwellings 
surrounded by 23,500 square metres of green space. The new residential area Minerve was 
previously announced by Revive but Saturday the project developer presented its final plans to 
interested buyers. Three park zones, two playgrounds and a green rest zone will be created between 
the residential blocks. In addition, the area also provides for eight communal and 59 private gardens. 
In the first phase, which is due to be completed by 2021, sixty apartments and sixteen houses will be 
designed by POLO Architects. It is these residential units that the 170 potential buyers have already 
shown an interest in. 
 
Growth home 
‘During this first phase we will launch a brand 
new concept’, says Nicolas Bearelle, CEO of 
Revive. ‘Four of the sixteen homes will be so-
called “growth homes”.’ These are two-storey 
homes, which are designed such that a third floor 
can be added later on. For example, young 
couples can first buy an affordable, tailor-made 
property and then expand it later when, for 
example, their families grow or once they have 
more financial breathing space.’ 
 
Most sustainable neighbourhood 
Revive wants Minerve to become the most sustainable neighbourhood in the entire province of 
Antwerp. The neighbourhood will be completely car-free and not a single heating installation will run 
on fossil fuels. Parking will largely take place underground where electric charging stations will also 
be provided. There will be room on each home to install solar panels should the buyer choose to do 
so. 
 



‘We’re going even further than that’, continues Bearelle. ‘We are investigating with water company 
Water-link whether we can absorb the rainwater from surrounding companies to purify it on the 
spot. This will allow us to make maximum use of rainwater and use the sewage as little as possible.’ 
The construction itself is also as sustainable as possible. Building materials from the old factory 
buildings will be recycled and any remaining debris will be reused to create new roads, paths and 
benches. The plan also provides concrete measures to tackle the danger of flooding in the area. 
 
In mid 2019 the construction of the first residential units will start which the first residents can move 
into by 2021. Apartments start from €200,000 and homes from €280,000. 
 

www.minerve.info 
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